
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554

19 FEB 1993
IN REPLV REFER TO:

Honorable Jon Kyl
House of Representatives
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congressma~ Ky1:

APR 12 1993

fEDERAlea.tMUNICATlCWS~

(fACE OFTHE SECRETNlY

'*UfCol* IIC'dtfJ+l
UstABCDE ~

This is in reply to your letter of Februar.y 4, 19.93, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, William E. Heuermann•. Jr., regarding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235 , 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to thi:Commission's Rules
governing the~ffprivate land mobile radio services ','operating in the frequency
bands below 512 MHz.

'Those rules have been in place for over 20 years.·st,While they have been
amended on nlimerousoccasions since that time, tneynonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed. will
stifle the growth and development of private land' mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice. therefore. to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed.~o increase channel capacity. to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in th~ initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however. are engraved in stone. Indeed.
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the .
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Mr. Heuermann is speoifically concerned about the impact of these changes on
radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
o~r proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIc operations because of any proposal contained in the
Not ice.
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We are. of course. sensItIve to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum ~nd Ric hobbyists. We will. therefore. take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituent's concerns will be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this procee4ing. As indicated
in the Not·ice. we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz. the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments. on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28. 1993, ~nd Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your.
constituent to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.
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Congressional Liaison
Federal Communications Corom.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Sir/Madam:

The attached communication is sent for
your consideration. Please investigate the
statements contained therein and forward me
the necessary information for reply. return­
ing the enclosed correspondence with your
answer.

Yours truly,

M.e.

ATTN:tg



WILLIAM E. HEUERMANN, JR.

FEB 0 3 1993
1501 WEST PORT Au PRINCE

PHOENIX, ARIzONA 85023

(602) 942-0875
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I have been deeply involved in model aviation for most of my life. For the past 15y~
interest has been exclusively in radio controlled miniature aircraft which I design, build and
both for recreation as well as in aerobatics competition. I have also been an active member in
local clubs, as well as our national organization, the Academy ofModel Aeronautics, which
promotes the safe enjoyment and technical advancement of this hobby.

Dear Congressman Kyl:

January 29, 1993

The Honorable Jon Kyl
United States House of Representatives
Washitlgton, DC 20515

I am very concerned about proposed niles changes under PR Docket 92-235 presently being
considered by the Federal Communications Commission. These proposed rules, if adopted, _.. ;:
would greatly restrict the usability ofradio frequencies presently assiWled for model aviation ··1
while simultaneously increasinf: the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our RC frequencies are in the 72 to 76 mHz band, which is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operation$. However, our assigned frequencies are sufficiently separated from
the land mobile frequencies such that we have been able to share the band without either user:
category interfering with the other. Now, however, the FCC wants to create more land mobile
frequencies by splitting tllem into nattower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the RC frequencies and cause
interference to RC operations. ·Moreover,·the mobile transmitters are authorized to operate at
substantially higher outputs of radiated power, and the band-width tolerances allow these units
to stray off assigned frequencies to the point that they could super-impose upon ours. I
understand that of the 50 frequencies presently available for use by RC aircraft. 31 will be
rendered virtually unusable if these new rules are adopted.

As I'm certain you can appreciate, fregyency interference is far more than just an inconvenience
where model aircraft are concerned. It is a potential disaster because it results in loss of
control of the aircraft, some of which have wingspans often feet or more, weight up to 50
pounds and are capable of speeds in excess of 100 MPH. The prospects for property damage
and personal injury is high where the opportunity for interference is allowed to exist.
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Many ofus, myself included, participate in competitive activities involving hundreds of
contestants. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a
safe flyin~ environment. not only for ourselves. but for spectators as well.

I do not think it wise of the FCC to expand the operational scope of land mobile radios at the
expense of RC modelers. Perhaps the FCC believes that the use ofRC for the enjoyment of our
hobby lacks the commercial importance ofmobile radios. However, the hobby affords many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of persons throughout the U.S., and it has contributed and
~tinY.es.to contribute to the advancement and deve1o.prnent of aerospace ap,plications. As
you may be aware, many of this country's noted engineers, scientists and astronauts began their
careers as a result of scientific interest originally piqued by model aviation. In addition, model
aviation, including RC, has proyed to be a siwrificant force in deyelopin~positive values amon~
teena~ers, There are documented instances in which this hobby has played a significant role in
effectively combattin~ ~an~ activity by presenting a constructive alternative.

Please help me, as well as countless others to continue to enjoy my hobby safely. Please vote
"no" on the FCC proposal to modify the use of the 72 to 76 mHz frequency band.

Sincerely,

William E. Heuennann, Jr.


